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QUICK FACTS 
ECONOMY The unemployment rate in 

Roanoke Metro Area 
is 4.80% (U.S. avg. is 

6.30%). Recent job growth 

is Positive. Roanoke Metro 

Area jobs have Increased 

by 1.88%. 
 

COST OF 

LIVING 

Roanoke Metro Area's cost 

of living is 5.40% lower 

than the U.S. average. 

Average rent of 1-bed starts 

at $500, 2-bed starts at $700 

 

POPULATION As of 2014, Roanoke Metro 

Area's population 

is 308,238 people. Since 

2000, it has had a 
population growth of 

6.93%. 

 

TRANSPORT Average Commute time 
is 22 minutes, 3 minutes 

less than the national 

average. Salem is 15 min. to 

nearest airport, 3h to the 
nearest international airport. 

 

REAL 

ESTATE 

The median home cost in 

Roanoke Metro Area 
is $165,400. Home 

appreciation the last year 

has been -2.10 percent. 
 

SCHOOLS There are about 13.2 

students per teacher, with 

a 94.6% on-time 

graduation rate. Virginia 

Tech, University of Virginia 

and Hollins University are 

all within 30 mins of Salem, 
VA. 

 

CRIME Violent crime is 5.1% 

lower than the national 
average. Property crime is 

6.2% lower than the 

national average 

 

ROANOKE COUNTY LIFESTYLE INFORMATION 

The Roanoke Region has a diverse economic base that includes finance, service, retail, 

transportation, manufacturing, health care and life sciences. Alongside Montgomery County, the 

region is also a major technology and research hub, home to Virginia Tech and several 

technology companies. The region serves as the medical, cultural, retail, media, and commercial 

center for nearly a million people, and is the largest place for employment opportunities in 

western Virginia. 

Culture 

The area boasts more than 40 galleries. Most notably: the 

fine art of Taubman Museum of Art, the unique emerging 

works at Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University, 

and the photography at the O. Winston Link Museum.  Also 

home to a professional live theater, The Mill Mountain 

Theater puts on several original and classic shows per year. 

The region has a long history of music culture featured 

regularly at The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music 

Trail. 

 

Recreation 

4 distinct seasons and its idyllic location make Roanoke 

County a perfect destination for the outdoor enthusiast. 

George Washington and Jefferson National Forest offers 

several adventurous activities and attractions.  Countless 

hiking, biking, climbing and camping opportunities are a 

short drive away. Smith Mountain Lake State Park invites 

visitors to participates in a range of water sports from fishing 

to kayaking to boating. 

 

Community 

Downtown Roanoke hosts many of the largest yearly festivals 

including Festival of Local Colors and the Festival of Lights. 

Salem itself hosts the annual Salem Fair and the Olde Salem 

Days Street Fair. 

 

http://www.bestplaces.net/transportation/metro/virginia/roanoke
http://www.trulia.com/for_sale/Roanoke,VA/155400-175400_price

